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How to Write a Good Essay
Natalja Zagura (University of Tartu and Tartu Secondary School of Business)

Checklist: How to write a paper?

1. Sit in a straight, comfortable chair in a well lit place with plenty of freshly sharpened pencils.

2. Check your email.

3. Read over the assignment carefully, to make certain you understand.

4. Walk down to the vending machines and buy some coffee to help you concentrate.

5. On the way back visit a friend from class. If your friend hasn't started the paper yet either, you
can both walk to McDonalds and buy a hamburger to help you concentrate. If your friend shows
you her paper, typed, double-spaced, and bound in one of those irritating see-through plastic
folders, drop him/her.

6. When you get back to your room, sit in a straight, comfortable chair in a clean, well lit place
with plenty of freshly sharpened pencils.

7. Read over the assignment again to make absolutely certain you understand it.

8. Check your email.

9. You know, you haven't written to that kid you met at camp since fourth grade. You'd better write that letter
now and get it out of the way so you can concentrate,

10. Look at your teeth in the bathroom mirror.

1. Listen to one side of your favourite tape and that's it, [ mean it, as soon as it's over you are
going to start that paper.

12. Listen to the other side.

13. Check your email.

14. Phone a classmate and ask if he's started writing yet. Exchange derogatory remarks about your
teacher, the course, the school/college, the world at large.

15. Sit in a straight, comfortable chair in a clean, well lit place with plenty of freshly sharpened
pencils.

16. Make yourself a power snack.

17. Check your email.

18. Make sure you aren't missing something truly worthwhile on TV. NOTE: When you have a paper due in
less than 12 hours, anything on TV is truly worthwhile.

19. Check your email.

20. Look at your tongue in the bathroom mirror.

21. Sit down and do some serious thinking about your plans for the future.

22. Check your email.

23. Sit in a straight, comfortable chair in a clean, well lit place with plenty of freshly sharpened
pencils.

24. Read over the assignment one more time, just for the heck of it.

25. Scoot your chair across the room to the window and watch the sunrise.

26. Lie face down on the floor and groan.

27. Check your email.

28. Leap up and write the paper.

29. Type the paper, and while you're at it, check your email.

30. Complain to everyone that you didn't get any sleep because you had to write that damn paper!

&~ What is the main problem in the case of the imaginary student described above?
F~ [s your process of writing in any way similar to the one described?

¥~ What conclusions can we draw from this description? What can we learn from it? Are
there any useful strategies mentioned in this humorous checklist?

&~ What are the main tips/strategies that you rely on when writing, in order to make the
proccess more effective and less painful ?
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