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Bibliography of the Brazilian Ayahuasca Religions 

 

Beatriz Caiuby Labate, Rafael Guimarães dos Santos, Isabel 

Santana de Rose, Govert Derix1 

Translated to English by Brian Anderson and revised by Matthew 

Meyer 2 

 

 The aim of this text is to serve as the most exhaustive survey possible of the 

current bibliography of the Brazilian ayahuasca religions – Santo Daime (including both 

of its two lines: Alto Santo and Cefluris), Barquinha, and the União do Vegetal – and 

their dissidents.3 The references are organized by language: Danish, Dutch, English, 

French, German, Italian, Japanese, Norwegian, Portuguese and Spanish. Inclusion 

criteria are as follows: for works in Portuguese, we have included all finished or in-

progress graduate-level texts (Masters or Doctoral), whether or not they were published 

as scientific articles (in books, journals or on the Internet) or as books. Also included 

                                                             
1 Beatriz C. Labate (bia_labate@yahoo.com.br) is a doctoral candidate in Social Anthropology at 
Unicamp and a researcher in the Interdisciplinary Group for Psychoactives Studies – NEIP 
(www.neip.info); Rafael Guimarães dos Santos (banisteria@gmail.com) is a doctoral candidate in 
Pharmacology at Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona and a researcher in the NEIP; Isabel S. de Rose 
(belderose@yahoo.com.br) is a doctoral candidate in Anthropology at UFSC and a researcher in the 
NEIP; Govert Derix (govert@derixhamerslag.nl) holds a Masters in Philosophy from the Utrecht 
University and is the author of a book on ayahuasca. The present text was finished in March, 2007. A 
work of this nature is fated to quickly become out dated, and hence we warmly welcome any new 
references sent to: banisteria@gmail.com.  
2 Brian Anderson (bta5ht@gmail.com) is an undergraduate in Biochemistry at the University of 
Pennsylvania, and a researcher in the NEIP. Matthew Meyer (mm6wu@cms.mail.virginia.edu) is a 
Doctoral candidate in Socio-Cultural Anthropology at the University of Virginia, and a researcher in the 
NEIP. 
3 Based on an updated and expanded version of the survey previously conducted by Beatriz Caiuby 
Labate, published in 2002 and expanded and republished in 2004: “A literatura brasileira sobre as 
religiões ayahuasqueiras”, in: Labate, Beatriz Caiuby; Sena Araújo, Wladimyr. (orgs.). O Uso ritual da 
ayahuasca. 1st ed. Campinas, Mercado de Letras. 2002. pp. 229-271; “A literatura brasileira sobre as 
religiões ayahuasqueiras”, in: Labate, Beatriz Caiuby; Sena Araújo, Wladimyr. (orgs.). O Uso ritual da 
ayahuasca. 2nd ed. Campinas, Mercado de Letras. 2004. pp. 231-273. That work, unlike the current one, 
surveyed mostly the Portuguese texts written about these religions. 



 2 

were non-academic texts produced by practitioners of the ayahuasca religions. Texts 

from the areas of pharmacology, psychology and biomedicine were also included if they 

reported on studies conducted among the ayahuasca religions or if they in some way 

examined the religions’ more symbolic aspects. When possible for these cases, along 

with the bibliographic references, short descriptions were included [in brackets] of 

where and when the research took place. For texts in languages other than Portuguese, 

given the lack of writing on the theme, the inclusion criteria were slightly broader, 

including undergraduate senior theses, texts in non-specialized journals, and books, 

theses, and articles that touch on the Brazilian ayahuasca religions only tangentially.4 

Legal documents and articles from newspapers and the Internet that deal with the legal 

disputes of the União do Vegetal and of Santo Daime in Brazil, the United States and 

Europe were excluded.5 

 

Danish6 

 
Damm, Inge. Til te med regnskovens guder trylledrikk. Illustrert videnskab, 8: 70-75. 

1999. 

 

                                                             
4 In the case of graduate-level works, we chose not to translate titles given the difficulty of establishing a 
universal common criteria among the various educational systems (e.g. the French “master recherché,” 
the Brazilian “dissertação de mestrado,” and the Italian “tesi di laurea”). The complete title was left as in 
the original, which should help the reader in finding the original reference. 
5 We thank Pieter Lemmens for his collaboration in searching for bibliographic references in the 
databases of European universities. Throughout the text we indicate the collaborations that contributed to 
the completion of each section, in which, of course, we run the risk of not remembering to express our 
gratitude to everyone who helped. The present text was finished in March, 2007. A work of this nature is 
fated to quickly become out dated, and hence we warmly welcome any new references sent to: 
banisteria@gmail.com. 
6 We thank Randall Sexton for his colalboration in preparing this section. 
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Dutch7 

 

Bogers, Hans. Ayahuasca - La Purga - de klimplant van de kleine dood, in: Plomp, 

Hans; Bogers, Hans; Snelders, Stephen. De Psychedelische (R)evolutie. 

Amsterdam, Editora Bres. 1994. pp. 215-253. 

Bogers, Hans. De Santo Daime Leer. Ayahuascagebruik in een religieuze setting. PAN 

Forum, 1: 2-10. 1995.  

Bogers, Hans. Gesprek met de spiritueel leider van Santo Daime: Padrinho Alfredo 

Gregório Mota de Melo. PAN Forum, 4: 22-27. 1996.  

Bogers, Hans. De planten der Goden in de 21ste eeuw. Bres, 187: 55-64. 1997-1998.  

Bogers, Hans. Duizend jaar in één nacht, in: PAN (Psycho Actief Netwerk) (org). 

Psychedelische Perspectieven. De renaissance van de trip in de 21ste eeuw. 

Amsterdam, Editora Bres. 2001. pp. 81-91. 

Bogers, Hans. Eigentijdse inquisitie in Nederland. Santo Daime: de vervolging van een 

entheogene religie. Bres, 206: 33-43. 2001. 

Bogers, Hans. Santo Daime legal! Bres, 213: 14-24. 2002.  

Derix, Govert. Het begin van een beweging. Beschouwing naar aanleiding van de eerste 

Europese conferentie over ayahuasca. Bres, 219: 86-98. 2003.  

Derix, Govert. Ayahuasca. Een kritiek van de psychedelische rede. Avontuur in het 

Amazonegebied. Amsterdam/Antwerp, De Arbeiderspers. 2004. 

                                                             
7 We thank Irene Hadjidakis-van Schagen and Hans Borges for their collaboration in preparing this 
section. 
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Derix, Govert.  Waarom ayahuasca drinken? Wat de ayahuasqueiros bezielt. Bres, 228: 

74-79. 2004.  

Lemmens, Pieter. Het verstand loslaten. Recensie van Ayahuasca. Een kritiek van de 

psychedelische rede. Filosofie & Praktijk, 4: 56-59. 2006.  

Menze, Paul. Ayahuasca in rituele en therapeutische context. Doctoraalscriptie 

Psychologie. Rijksuniversiteit Utrecht. 2004. 

Napel, Ten. De Santo Daime kerk en het recht op anders-zijn. Nederlands tijdschrift 

voor de mensenrechten, 27 (6): 723-727. 2002.  

Noorman, Lieke. Telma, daimista, in: Noorman, Lieke. Ankerplaats Amazone. 

Amsterdam, Nijgh en van Ditmar. 1999. pp. 189-221. 

Reus, Annelies de. De eredienst van Santo Daime. Drugs als weg naar God. Onkruid, 

nov-dez: 8-17. 2002.  

Verburg, Prabhati en Geraldine Fijneman. Santo Daime: Sacrament uit het regenwoud. 

Bres, 165: 39-48. 1994.  

Wuyts, Jazmin. Urbaan sjamanisme; een case-study. De ontwikkeling van de Santo 

Daime beweging, van Amazonewoud tot stedelijke setting en verder (Working 

title). Master scriptie Culturele Antropologie en Ontwikkelingssociologie. 

Universiteit Leiden. 2007. (project in progress)  

 

English8 

 

                                                             
8 We thank Tom Roberts and Kenneth W. Tupper for their collaboration in preparing this section. 
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Adelaars, Arno. Psychedelic Rituals in the Netherlands. Yearbook for Ethnomedicine 

and the Study of Consciousness, 6-7: 355-340. 1997-1998. 

Alverga, Alex Polari de. Forest of Visions. Ayahuasca, Amazonian spirituality, and the 

Santo Daime tradition. Rochester, Park Street Press. 1999. 

Alverga, Alex Polari de. The Book of Visions: Journey to Santo Daime (excerpt), in: 

Luna, Luis Eduardo; White, Steven (orgs.). Ayahuasca Reader. Encounters with 

the Amazon’s Sacred Vine. Santa Fe, Synergetic Press. 2000. pp. 145-153. 

Andrade, Regina Glória; Canabrava, Vera. Communities of Santo Daime in Brazil. 23 

Conference and General Assembly IAMCR/AIECS/AIERI. Barcelona. 2002. 

http://www.portalcomunicacion.com/bcn2002/n_eng/programme/prog_ind/papers

/0_arribats_peremail/abans_07_2002/pdf/andrade.pdf. Accessed in December, 

2006. 

Balzer, Carsten. Ayahuasca rituals in Germany: the first steps of the Brazilian Santo 

Daime religion in Europe. Curare - Zeitschrift für Ethnomedizin und 

transkulturelle Psychiatrie, 28 (1): 53-66. 2005.  

Barbosa, Paulo Cesar Ribeiro; Dalgalarrondo, Paulo; Giglio, Joel Salses. Altered States 

of Consciousness and Short-term Psychological After-effects Induced by the First 

Time Ritual Use of Ayahuasca in Urban Context in Brazil. Journal of 

Psychoactive Drugs, 37 (2): 193-201. 2005. [Restults of research with first-time 

ayahuasca users (19 people with Santo Daime – São Paulo – and nine people with 

the União do Vegetal – Campinas and São Paulo). 1997 and 2000] 

Bianchi, Antonio. Book Review O uso ritual da ayahuasca. Organizzazione 

Interdiciplinare Sviluppo e Sallute – ORISS, 2004. 
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http://www.oriss.org/articoli/a_ayahuasca_en.html. Accessed in December, 

2004. 

Callaway, J.C.; Airaksinen, M.M.; McKenna, D.J.; Brito, G.; Grob, C.S. Platelet 

serotonin uptake sites increased in drinkers of ayahuasca. Psychopharmacology. 

116: 385-387. 1994. [Results of the Hoasca Project: The Human Pharmacology 

of Ayahuasca, research conducted with long-term ayahuasca users (15 members of 

the União do Vegetal with minimal use of 10 years). Manaus (Amazonas), 1993] 

Callaway, J.C.; Raymon, L.P.; Hearn, W.L.; McKenna, D.J.; Grob, C.S.; Brito, G.S. 

Quantitation of N,N-dimethyltryptamine and harmala alkaloids in human plasma 

after oral dosing with ayahuasca. Journal of Analytical Toxicology 20: 492-97. 

1996. [Results of the Hoasca Project: The Human Pharmacology of Ayahuasca] 

Callaway J.C.; McKenna D.J.; Grob C.S.; Brito G.S.; Raymon L.P.; Poland R.E.; 

Andrade E.N.; Andrade E.O.; Mash D.C. Pharmacokinetics of Hoasca alcaloids in 

healthy humans. Journal of Ethnopharmacology, 65: 243-256. 1999. [Results of 

the Hoasca Project: The Human Pharmacology of Ayahuasca] 

Camurça, Marcelo Ayres. Book Review A reinvenção do uso da ayahuasca nos centros 

urbanos. Multidisciplinary Association for Psychedelic Studies - MAPS. 

http://www.maps.org/reviews/reinvention.html. Accesed in December, 2006. 

Carneiro, Henrique. Book Review O uso ritual da ayahuasca. Multidisciplinary 

Association for Psychedelic Studies - MAPS, 2002-2003. 

http://www.maps.org/reviews/rua.html. Accesed in December, 2006. 

Carvalho, José Jorge de. The mystic of the marginal spirits, in: Torres, Yólotl González; 

Pye, Michael. Religion and Society: Proceedings of the 17th Quinquennial 



 7 

Congress of the International Association for the History of Religions (IAHR). 

Cambridge, Roots and Branches. 2003. pp. 71-108. (A translation to English from 

the original in Spanish El misticismo de los espíritus marginales) 

Chaumeil, Jean-Pierre. Varieties of Amazonian Shamanism. Diogenes, 158: 101-113. 

1992.  

Cougar, Michael. An investigation of personal transformations and psychoactive plant 

use in syncretic ritual ceremonies in a Brazilian church. Ph.D Thesis in 

Transpersonal Psychology. Institute of Transpersonal Psychology. 2005. [Results 

from research with 52 North Ameican and European participants who visited 

Brazil, principally Céu do Mapiá/ Santo Daime-CEFLURIS, during the Winter 

Festivals. 1999 a 2002]  

Dawson, Andrew. The Ayahuasca Religions of Brazil, in: Dawson, Andrew. New Era – 

New Religions: Religious Transformation in Contemporary Brazil. Aldershot, 

Ashgate. 2007. pp. 67-98. (in press) 

Dawson, Andrew. The Emergence, Spread and Diversification of Santo Daime 

(Cefluris) in Brazil. Pesquisa patrocinada pela The British Academy e The 

Leverhulme Trust, desenvolvida na Universidade de Lancaster. 2007. (work in 

progress) 

Da Silveira, Dartiu Xavier; Grob, Charles S.; Dobkin de Rios, Marlene; Lopez, Enrique; 

Alonso, Luisa K.; Tacla, Cristiane; Doering-Silveira, Evelyn. Ayahuasca in 

Adolescence: A Preliminary Psychiatric Assessment. Journal of Psychoactive 

Drugs, 37 (2): 129-134. 2005. [Results of research with 40 adolescents from the 
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União do Vegetal in three cities in Brazil (São Paulo, Campinas and Brasília), 

2001] 

Dobkin de Rios, Marlene. Commentary on “Human pharmacology of Hoasca”: A 

medical anthropological perspective. The Journal of Nervous and Mental Disease, 

184 (2): 95-98. 1996. [Commentaries on the results of the Hoasca Project: The 

Human Pharmacology of Ayahuasca] 

Dobkin de Rios, Marlene; Grob, Charles S. Editors' Introduction: Ayahuasca Use In 

Cross-Cultural Perspective. Journal of Psychoactive Drugs, 37 (2): 119-121. 

2005. 

Dobkin de Rios, Marlene; Grob, Charles S.; Lopez, Enrique; Da Silviera, Dartiu Xavier; 

Alonso, Luisa K.; Doering-Silveira, Evelyn. Ayahuasca in Adolescence: 

Qualitative Results. Journal of Psychoactive Drugs, 37 (2): 135-140. 2005. 

[Results of research with 28 adolescents from the União do Vegetal in three cities 

in Brazil (São Paulo, Campinas and Brasília), 2001] 

Dobkin de Rios, Marlene; Grob, Charles S. Interview with Jeffrey Bronfman, 

Representative Mestre for the União do Vegetal Church in the United States. 

Journal of Psychoactive Drugs, 37 (2): 189-191. 2005. 

Doering-Silveira, Evelyn; Lopez, Enrique; Grob, Charles S.; Dobkin de Rios, Marlene; 

Alonso, Luisa K.; Tacla, Cristiane; Shirakawa, Itiro; Bertolucci, Paulo H.; Da 

Silveira, Dartiu Xavier. Ayahuasca in Adolescence: A Neuropsychological 

Assessment. Journal of Psychoactive Drugs, 37 (2): 123-128. 2005.  [Results of 

research with 40 adolescents from the União do Vegetal in three cities in Brazil 

(São Paulo, Campinas and Brasília), 2001] 
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Doering-Silveira, Evelyn; Grob, Charles S.; Dobkin de Rios, Marlene; Lopez, Enrique; 

Alonso, Luisa K.; Tacla, Cristiane; Da Silveira, Dartiu Xavier. Report on 

Psychoactive Drug Use Among Adolescents Using Ayahuasca Within a Religious 

Context. Journal of Psychoactive Drugs, 37 (2): 141-144. 2005. [Results of 

research with 41 adolescents from the União do Vegetal in three cities in Brazil 

(São Paulo, Campinas and Brasília), 2001]  

Frenopoulo, Christian. The Mechanics of Religious Synthesis in the Barquinha 

Religion. Rever - Revista de Estudos da Religião, 4 (1): 19-40. 2004. 

Frenopoulo, Christian. Charity and spirits in the Amazonian navy: the Barquinha 

Mission of the Brazilian Amazon. Master of Arts in Anthropology. University of 

Regina. 2005. 

Frenopoulo, Christian. Healing Performances in the Barquinha religion: The tropes of 

exorcisms, passes and pontos riscados. Society for the Anthropology of Religion 

Meeting. Vancouver. 2005. 

Frenopoulo, Christian. Book review O uso ritual da ayahuasca. Journal of Psychoactive 

Drugs, 37 (2): 237-239. 2005. 

Gow, Peter. Book review O uso ritual da ayahuasca. American Anthropologist, 106 (3): 

624. 2004.  

Grob, C.S.; McKenna, D.J.; Callaway, J.C.; Brito, G.S.; Neves, E.S.; Oberlender, G.; 

Saide, O.L.; Labigalini, E.; Tacla, C.; Miranda, C.T.; Strassman, R.J.; Boone, 

K.B. Human psychopharmacology of hoasca, a plant hallucinogen used in ritual 

context in Brazil. Journal of Nervous & Mental Disease, 184 (2): 86-94. 1996. 

[Results of the Hoasca Project: The Human Pharmacology of Ayahuasca] 
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Groisman, Alberto. Santo Daime in the Netherlands: An Anthropological Study of a 

New World Religion in a European Setting. Ph.D Thesis in Social Anthropology. 

University of London. 2000. 

Groisman, Alberto. Ayahuasca in Europe. MAPS Newsletter, 8 (3): 17. 1998. 

http://www.maps.org/news-letters/v08n3/08317gro.html. Accessed in December, 

2006. 

Groisman, Alberto; Sell, Ari Bertoldo. Healing Power: Neurophenomenology, Culture 

and Therapy of Santo Daime, in: Winkelman, M.; Andritzky, Walter (orgs.). 

Sacred Plants, Consciousness, and Healing. Yearbook of Cross-Cultural Medicine 

and Psychotherapy. Berlin, Verlag für Wissencschaft und Bildung. 1995. pp. 241-

255. 

Groisman, Alberto; Dobkin de Rios, Marlene. Ayahuasca, the U.S. Supreme Court and 

the UDV-US Government case: culture, religion and implications of a legal 

dispute, in: Winkelman, Michael; Roberts; Thomas (eds.). Psychedelic Medicine: 

social, clinical and legal perspectives. Westport, Praeger. 2007. (in press) 

Hernandez, Andreas. The Rapid Expansion of Independent Ayahuasca Groups: Socio-

Cultural Implications for Brazil and the United States. Project in Development 

Sociology. Cornell University. 2006. (research awaiting funding) 

Hirukawa, Tatsu; Hiraoka, Reginaldo; Silva, Fábio Eduardo da; Pilato, Sibele; Kokubo, 

Hideyuki. Field REG Experiments of Religious Rituals and Other Events in 

Paraná, Brazil. 3º Encontro Psi, Implicações e Aplicações da Psi. Curitiba, 

UNIBEM. 2006. pp. 17-26.    
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Hood Jr., Ralph W. Book review The Antipodes of the Mind: Charting the 

Phenomenology of the ayahuasca experience. The International Journal for the 

Psychology of Religion, 14 (2): 147-148. 2004. 
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Antipodes of the Mind. MAPS Newsletter, 13 (1). 2003. 
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Krippner, S. Common aspects of traditional healing systems across cultures, in: Jonas, 

W.B.; Levin, J.S. (orgs.). Essentials of complementary and alternative medicine. 
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Krippner, S.; Sulla, J. Identifying spiritual content in reports from ayahuasca sessions. 
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Daime Church. The Protection of Freedom of Religion Under International Law. 

The International Law Clinic of the University of Amsterdam. 2007.  

Labigalini Jr., Eliseu; Dunn, J. The Union of the Vegetable: the ritualized use of hoasca 
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Henrik; Verres, Rolf; DuBois, Fletcher (orgs.). Rituale erneuern. Ritualdynamik 

und Grenzerfahrung aus interdisziplinärer Perspektive. Giessen, Psychosozial-
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Luna, Luis Eduardo; White, Steven (orgs.). Ayahuasca Reader. Encounters with the 
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the illicit use of cannabis in a Brazilian Amazonian Religion. International 

Journal of Drug Policy, 9: 325-338. 1998. 

MacRae, Edward. The ritual and religious use of ayahuasca in contemporary Brazil, in: 
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 13 

MacRae, Edward. Guided by the moon - shamanism and the ritual use of ayahuasca in 

the Santo Daime religion in Brazil. Virtual book. Interdisciplinary Group for 

Psychoactives Studies – NEIP, 2006. http://www.neip.info/downloads/t_edw2.pdf. 
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